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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 704fb) communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

Status 

Responsive to communication(s) filed on 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2bM This action is non-final 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above ciaim(s) 6 and 7 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) '1-5 and 8 is/are rejected. 
Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claims are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

11) n The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)^ approved b)^ disapproved. 

1 2) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

1 3) 13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(a)-(d) or (Q 
a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 •□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.n cefhified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3.13 Cop^s of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Staae 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7 2(a)) iManonai stage 

See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Election/Restrictions 

1 Claims 6-7 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1 142(b), as 
being drawn to a nonelected species, there being no allowable generic or linking claim. 
Applicant timely traversed the restriction (election) requirement in Paper No. 8. 



IS 



2. Applicant's election with traverse of the restriction requirement in Paper No. 7 
acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that a search of the hydraulic suspension 
system of claim 7 and the method of claim 8 would turn up suspensions using the devices of 
claims 1-5. This is not found persuasive because the Applicant has not demonstrated that the 
species listed relate to a single inventive concept as required by PCT Rule 1 3. 1, specifically, that 
a suspension including gas springs and EMF or MF dampers is related to a mass damper 
including EMF or MF dampers. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 



Drawings 

3. The drawings are objected to because "coupling elemems" 67 and 68 are not numbered in 
Fig. 6 (see page 10 line 2). 

Correction is required. 



Application/Control Number. 09/402, 155 ^ 3 

Art Unit: 3613 

Specification 

4. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 
page 7, line 17, "112" should be "12". 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

!^hUT''^<f ^'""v.'^ll"'"''?' "'"^^ particularly pointing out and distmctly claiming the 

subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. ""uig uic 

6 Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. No steps are recited in this method claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the mvention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign countiy or in public use or on 
sale m this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in ^e United sLtes 

8. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Shtarkman (US 
4869476). 

Shtarkman discloses a spring/mass vibratory force coupler, see Fig. 1, with variable 
damping for coupling masses to a reference mass, comprising at least a vibratory mass 12, a 
damper 24, two springs 22 and 26, for comiecting the vibratory mass 12 and the reference mass 



Application/Control Number: 09/402, 155 Page ^ 

Art Unit: 3613 

14, of which at least one spring 22 can be optionally connected up, the spring 22 being connected 
up by means of coupling element 24 based on electrorheological or magnetorheological fluid. 

Re claims 2-3, the mass of spring/damper element 30 provides an absorber mass which 
can be connected up by a voltage applied thereto. 

Re claim 4, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention \yas made to have add any number of concentric spring/damper element in order to 
apply the device to the damping requirements of a particular system (see claim 1, "a plurality of 
sealed chambers"). 

Re claim 5, see Fig. 10, gas spring 204 and torsion spring 32a. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Shtarkman ('368), Sick et al., Ticks, Doi, Tabata, Sato, Wendt et al., Leitman et al., 
Ivers et al. - Jolly et al., Sproston et al., Carison et al., Endo et al., Mitsui, and Takano et al. 
disclose related devices. 



1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Benjamin A Pezzlo whose telephone number is (703) 306-4617. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Oberieitner can be reached on (703) 308-2569. The fax phone numbers for 
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the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 305-7687 for regular 
communications and (703) 308-3519 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 113. 




